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President's Message
While most events and activities are postponed, the
MSA did manage to get plenty done before the
virus crisis arrived.
We completed our staffing for a Conservation
Coordinator. The successful candidate is Erin Gillis
of Dunvagan. She was to begin with MSA in
March, but that is delayed.
Our experienced crew of 4 field technicians will be
returning when possible. We also anticipate hiring a
summer student.
We met with local high school officials and are
establishing a bursary to commemorate Dr. James
Wallace, a generous MSA benefactor. The bursary
will be for students entering a career in
Environmental Science.
The Margaree Hatchery completed much of its
work in preparation for this year's stocking efforts.
This winter, volunteers assisting at the hatchery
included First Nations, MSA members and others.
The hatchery is being well managed by Jamie Vallis
who was recruited just a few years ago. When
watching movies like Patagonia's "Artifishal",

please remember that the Margaree hatchery is
nothing like those represented. Broodstock are not
captured, killed, stripped of spawn and discarded.
Healthy wild broodstock and their wild progeny are
released into our wild rivers as soon as possible.
(everyone likes to say wild a lot these days, some
even like to make their own definition)
During March, when weather conditions permitted,
we participated in the annual tagged salmon
recapture project lead by DFO Biologist Abby
Daigle. Although angling was suspended in early
April, we managed to collect data on more than 50
angled fish. There seemed to be a reasonable
number of salmon leaving the river, including the
healthy female pictured on the front cover.
At the time this is being written, all recreational
angling in Nova Scotia is suspended. For some of
us that could be fishing the Margaree while standing
on our own property, it is disappointing. Still,
public health and safety is most important. This
virus is not a living organism. It can only be spread
by our behavior and activities. Please follow the
advice issued by Public Health officials.

Once this crisis passes, the salmon will be waiting.
– Bill Haley, President of the Margaree Salmon Association

The MSA Accepts The Sportfish
Development Award
Vice-President Paul MacNeil (Left) of
the Margaree Salmon Association
accepts the Sportfish Development
Award from the Honourable Keith
Colwell (Right), Minister of Fisheries
and Aquaculture. – Feb. 26, 2020
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Salmon & Trout Redds
A photographic comparison of salmon and trout redds
Margaree watershed, November 2019.

This and the next 2 pictures are salmon redds which are typically much bigger than trout redds.

Salmon redds on the Margaree River.

MSA 2019 Fall Newsletter

It looks like a salmon (hen) vacuumed before she
deposited her eggs. Unlike trout, once she is
finished, she leaves. Trout seem to remain on
their redds for some time.
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Salmon & Trout Redds - Continued

Here are salmon on their redd in a tributary of the Margaree river, November 2019.

Note how much smaller an area is used for trout to spawn.

MSA 2019 Fall Newsletter

-3-

Margaree Salmon Association

Salmon & Trout Redds - Continued

Here are several trout redds in the same area.
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New Cranton Bridge
What changes to the Margaree will result from the replacement of the Cranton
Crossroads bridge?
Recently, the 80-year-old bridge was closed to traffic because of structural damage. This old bridge with
three piers, would catch debris that flowed down the river, especially following “big flow events”. This
obstruction would cause all kinds of turbulence and current diversion around and immediately downstream,
from the bridge.

A new bridge opened in February 2020. The new bridge has abutments on both sides of the riverbank, but no
piers. This should allow the water to flow freely under the bridge, without gathering up dozens of trees. It is
anyone’s guess what the river will look like over the next several years. Will the Rockpile and Swallow
Bank return? Let’s see if we can monitor changes and follow-up with drone photos and videos.
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Warm Water Protocol
Is it working?
In the summer of 2018, we were contacted by MSA
members concerning the impact of warm water
conditions on the Margaree. Mortality of salmon
angled and released may increase in warm water
conditions. MSA executive met with the members
and followed-up with DFO. DFO (Alan Dwyer,
Area Resource Mgr., Gulf NS) formed a group
representing NGOs and government officials.
Following consultation, the Margaree was closed to
angling for several weeks. Once monitoring showed
lower water temperatures, angling resumed. Over
the winter of 2018/19, a protocol was established by
the group for closing and opening the Margaree
angling season during warm water occurrences.
One aspect of concern was the single real-time
temperature monitor located below the confluence
of the NE & SW Margaree that would be used to
determine water temperature for closures and
reopening. Could we reliably use one monitored
location to gauge temperatures throughout
the watershed?
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Using manually downloaded data from numerous
Vemco temperature monitors located in the
watershed, it appears conditions may be estimated
using the existing real time monitor. The graph
below shows conditions in August 2018. The NE
Margaree immediately above the Forks remained 23 degrees C lower than below the Forks. We
anticipate that the higher upstream one travels, the
lower the temperature remains.
This protocol and monitoring activity is evolving.
For example, we would like to download, review
and compare more data from the multiple Vemco
monitors located throughout the watershed. We
would like to have real-time monitors in 3 locations
in the watershed. Regardless, this is a file that DFO
consulted & listened to NGO concerns, took quick
action and continue to keep interest groups
informed & involved. Nice when all groups are
focused on the agenda of conservation.
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A Woman’s Fish Tale from The Margaree River
by Wendy MacEachern

As a young girl growing up on Lake Ainslie and the
S.W Margaree River, I fished trout and gaspereau.
Then years later, I found myself working near and on
the Margaree Heritage River. In 2013, I started work
at the Margaree Fish Hatchery, which meant working
in the river. We venture into the waters of the
Margaree River to find Atlantic Salmon for
broodstock. We start by swimming in the fishing
pools searching for salmon. It is labouring work and a
lot of the time you are outdoors in all types of weather
and temperatures.
The river runs directly by the hatchery, which makes
for a view of a lifetime. I get to admire the beauty and
the power of it, season after season. You can get
caught up in the beauty of the river and its
surroundings very easily, looking at everything else
except the fish you seek. Being in the river feels like a
whole different world. Sometimes, I don’t even think
about being one of the only women on the job at the
facility. Being a woman in a man's field can be very
challenging. I had to speak up for myself and prove to
others that I can be out on the river--- just as good as
the men. Sometimes you just have to find your own
way of doing things in order to get the job done.
A few years ago, I had a life changing moment at the
Margaree Hatchery. I thought working for the
hatchery was a fun and an interesting job. Then it
happened... I was doing a walk around, making sure
everything was in working order---then I saw
something. A big male salmon that we had for brood
stock jumped out of his holding tank and into the next
tank, which had little fish in it. As I walked over to the
tank, this male salmon swam over to the side of the
wall, directly next to me. Getting down on my knees,
I said out loud, “If you can get up here, I’ll put you
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Wendy MacEachern preparing parr for clipping.

back in your tank.” Then I slapped the concrete twice,
like you would signal for a dog to come. All of a
sudden, there he was in front of me on the concrete.
He had jumped out for me! Picking up the fish, I gave
him a few seconds of love then put him back in his
tank with the females. I couldn’t believe it! Ever since
that day, I have been doing more to save the salmon.
When the hatchery brings in the wild salmon for
brood, I make sure all salmon stay 100% healthy until
that day we put them back in the river. I chose not to
fly fish them and became a part of the Margaree
Salmon Association. I support giving back to the river
and helping others to do the same.
In the past six years, there was only one year where I
saw hundreds of salmon in the river. This experience
cements my belief, we must do more to save and help
the salmon from years of declining populations. I’ve
seen the bad and the good that humans can do to the
environment and its inhabitants. Hopefully with more
effort from everyone, we will see hundreds of salmon
again in the rivers that are dear to us. I’m proud to be
on the good side.
We all need to pull together to make this world work.
Be brave and have fun out there on the Margaree
River; you never know when that salmon will jump.
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Fly Pattern – Brown Bomber
By the late Joe Aucoin
Tail: Gold Pheasant Crest
Tag: Silver
Tip: Yellow Floss
Butt: Black Chenille
Body: Brown Wool
Rib: Oval Silver
Hackle: Brown
Wing: Fox Squirrel Tail
Cheeks: Jungle Cock Eye
Topping: Gold Pheasant Crest

Joe Aucoin worked as a miner during the 1930s until an accident
ended his days in the pit. With a small miners pension he opened a
fishing shop in New Waterford, Cape Breton and began tying flies
commercially. Like other early fly tiers from Atlantic Canada he was
a pioneer in the development of hair wing Atlantic salmon flies.
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Photo Collection

Birding - waiting for Spring

Broodstock collection, lead by
Jamie Vallis, at the Dollar Pool

Jamie Vallis and
volunteers – fin
clipping Dec. 2019

From the archives:
Jim Kaye. Alice's Run – Margaree
River, October 10, 2006. 50.25
inches long, 28 inches girth.
Estimated weight: 49.25 lb.
2019 line up at the Etheridge Pool
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Photo Collection
Summer 2019
algae bloom

Accessibility dock installed at
Lake O'Law 2019

UINR Mi’kmaq natural
resources intern Evan
Simon, fin clipping
Dec. 2019

Catch and release on
the Margaree River

Spring 2020 gauntlet smolts
must run, Margaree Harbour

View of the Margaree River, looking up-river from Cranton Bridge
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Please Support Our Local Businesses
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Thank You!
For Supporting Our Local Businesses.
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