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iNaturalist Project Started
• By Margaree Salmon Association 
• May 2021



iNaturalist
• Social network for sharing 

observations of wild nature
• Began as a Master’s project at UC 

Berkley in 2008
• Now spans the globe through 

iNaturalist network
• iNaturalist.ca coordinated by Parks 

Canada and CWF
Open source, shares data

• Users upload photos or sounds of 
individual wild organisms



iNaturalist features
• Photo recognition algorithm
• Crowdsourced identifications
• Valuable records of local species
• 32+ million users and growing
• Data used by actual scientists
• Thousands of published papers



Margaree Watershed 
BioBlitz Stats
• 2791 Observations (and 
counting!)

• 922 Species



Stats

239 Observers

• People who 
uploaded photos 
or sounds of wild 
organisms

753 Identifiers

• People who 
contributed to 
identifications of 
those organisms

4769 Identifications 
offered

• By observers and 
other iNat users



Stats

Bioblitz contributors uploaded 
observations from:
• 136 Orders
• 357 Families
• 684 Genera



Top 10 
observers
(Observations
)

8.78% of total observations



Top 10 
Observers
(Species)

17.79% of total species

Great job Maureen!







Most observed species



Earliest 
Observation
• Northern Flying Squirrel
• July 10, 2005



Introduced/invasiv
e species

244 observations of 109 
species* considered 

introduced in Nova Scotia

*According to iNaturalist; species 
considered naturalized may be included in 

this list



Threatened Species
• 162 observations of 64 species 

considered “threatened”

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC 
BY-SA

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Snowy_owl
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


Threatened species - Lichens



Threatened species - Plants



Threatened species - Mammals



Threatened species - Birds



Threatened species - Aquatic



How does it stack up?
Cape Breton: 
• 220,437 observations
• 6090 species

Margaree:
• 2791 Observations
• 922 Species



Intrepid 
Observers

• Observers in Margaree 
Watershed have 
documented >15% of 
all species recorded on 
iNat for Cape Breton!


