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President's Message
It has been another busy year in the Margaree
watershed. We again gave priority to habitat
restoration with the help of our new crew foreman
Archie Gillis, new crew members Emmitt Daley &
Donald Fortune and returning member Peter Poirier.
Brittany Polley was recruited to coordinate our
science, office and business activities. As a plus,
Brittany is a very good photographer!
A smolt wheel was installed in the river for the first
time in decades thanks to Department of Fisheries
& Oceans (DFO) Science.
We again worked with Department of Inland
Fisheries and Aquaculture (DIFA) to
collect broodstock.

There are two main projects we are completing
this year:
1. The installation of an accessible fishing dock in
Lake O'Law. Board member Joel Robinson is
leading this project.
2. The repair of the armor rock berm above the
Mackenzie Pool in the sanctuary. Board Secretary
Greg Lovely is leading this project.
Please read the articles in this issue to learn about
these and other activities your association is
involved in. As well, if you are on Facebook, check
out our Facebook page. Our coordinator and board
member John Stinson try to put up items of interest
in a timely manner.

Thank you for your support
in keeping the Margaree River a healthy, productive watershed.
Your support IS appreciated.
– Bill Haley, President of the Margaree Salmon Association
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Salmon Recapture Project 2019
Once again, the Margaree
Salmon Association (MSA)
worked with the Department of
Fisheries and Oceans Canada
(DFO) in collecting data on kelts
leaving the river in the spring of
2019. This science-based project
is led by Biologist Sophie
Leblanc who works for DFO in
Moncton, NB. Sixteen MSA
members volunteered to
participate and each was given a
“section 52” license allowing
angling for kelts during March &
April. Angling was done using
floating flies and barbless
single hooks.
Unlike 2018, the weather during
early 2019 was cold and
shoreline access involved
climbing over 3-4 feet of ice.

Regardless, after a long winter,
when an angler has the
opportunity to fly fish in the
early "spring", you have to enjoy
the opportunity.

Fifty-nine fish were caught; 55
salmon and 4 grilse. One grilse
was a hatchery fish and 2 salmon
were tagged in 2018 by Sophie
at the estuary trap.

Barbless single hook.

When considering catch per rod
numbers, spring fishing appears
little different from angling
during the season; 90% of the
fish were caught by 10% of
the anglers.

Cold, icy conditions along the Margaree River.
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These are preliminary results
only. DFO will compile the
official numbers which may be
seen in a future newsletter.

This is an annual project which
is very weather dependant and is
the only recapture method
presently available on the
Margaree. From an MSA
perspective, it is an opportunity
to participate in a science-based
project with partners interested
in maintaining a healthy,
productive Margaree watershed.

Angling during Salmon Recapture Project.
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New MSA Employee: Conservation Coordinator
In preparation for the 2019
season ahead, Margaree Salmon
Association hired their first
coordinator Brittany Polley. We
are happy to have found the right
candidate who is a graduate in
Natural Resources
Environmental Technology at
NSCC Strait Area Campus, as
well as a graduate in
Engineering in Environmental
Studies at Cape Breton

University. We had her attend
the Swift Water Rescue Training
in Musquodoboit with Halifax
Search and Rescue. This training
provided her the preparation
when she is to help the
Department of Fisheries and
Oceans Canada. With instruction
by one of MSA’s past board
members: Emma Garden,
Brittany also attended a training
day module hosted by

Environment and Climate
Change Canada, on certification
for Project Management status in
terms of conducting Canadian
Aquatic Biomonitoring Network
Studies (CABIN). This will
allow us to document our
Margaree River watershed more
effectively with established
protocols and procedures like
other CABIN participants
across Canada.

Group shot of the CABIN course participants.
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Smolt Wheel Installation
MSA has been lobbying DFO
Science to collect smolt data,
and they have responded. MSA
agreed to pay the salary of a
technician to assist at the smolt
wheel. This worked out well. We
supplied the manpower of our
conservation coordinator and our
habitat restoration crew
supervisor, who helped on
weekends, because we wished to
fish the smolt wheel seven days
a week. The project lasted from
May 13 until June 27.

Archie Gillis (Left) and Hunter Stevens (Right) preforming acoustic tagging.

There were three focused projects that this initiative supported:
1. A mark-recapture experiment to
estimate smolt production of the
Margaree River.

2. A study on episodic pH effects
on smolts by Dr. Breau, DFO
Science, Moncton.

3. A Dalhousie University project
to compare the characteristics of
hatchery born vs. wild born smolts.

Some preliminary catch results follow:
• 2800 smolts were captured. The smolt wheel, placed in
the main channel of the river, is designed to capture a
portion of the smolts migrating out of the river. The
percentage of the run that the smolt wheel is catching is
calculated with the mark-recapture experiment. Some
technical difficulties were encountered during the
sampling season, so only a partial count of the run will be
available for 2019.
• There were more browns (15) than brookies (9) caught.

Lamprey Fish.

• Stripers (5), lamprey (1), suckers (5), frog (1), white perch (1), eels (54).
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Of Interest – Smolt Wheel Installation
An unidentified fish was caught
in the smolt wheel at the end of
June – it jumped out of the live
well before it could be netted or
photographed. It might have
been an ocean pout, but this
cannot be 100% confirmed.
Ocean pout is a bottom fish
found in the intertidal zone to
over 183 m depth, mostly
feeding on invertebrates and
occasionally small fish such as
herring and smelt. The ocean

pout grows to about 26 inches
in length. The unidentified fish
seen was estimated at around
20 inches.
As a side venture to the smolt
wheel, our conservation
coordinator and habitat
restoration supervisor also
helped record measurement
data and collected scale
samples for the laboratory for
Hunter Stevens, a biology

Signs Placed
Around Margaree River
Fishing Pools

MSA New Website Launch
In April 2019, the MSA launched its newly
redesigned website encouraging support for the
association and emphasizing its crucial role as
stewards of the Margaree River system.

The MSA has designed & placed these signs around
our watershed’s fishing pools. It is important that we
bring extra awareness to respect the properties that
fishers use.

To learn more, visit: www.margareesalmon.ca

MSA's New Website - April 2019.

MSA Sign along Margaree River.
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student from Dalhousie
University. They assisted in
preforming surgeries upon
smolt-inserting acoustic tags
within their abdomen, which
will send a signal back to
Hunter and his team when and
if these smolt reach specific
destinations in a water body.
This data will help track the
smolts habits and range.
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Lake O’Law Accessible Fishing Project
For those of you that have been
following this project, as well as
for those altogether unfamiliar
with our project, a brief
summary is in order. MSA began
the accessible fishing project two
years ago. When Joel Robinson
was elected to the Board in
2017, he volunteered to take
over the project from Jack
Aikens, who was retiring from
the Board. Jack, however, has
remained very active in the
project planning and has assisted
Joel in developing plans,
proposals and completing the
necessary coordination and
physical work involved in
progressing the project to date.
A big thanks to Jack for his
continued support of this project!
Out first task was to find a site
along the Margaree River where
an accessible platform could be
installed which will allow folks
with physical and mobility issues
the opportunity to angle for
Atlantic salmon. Site constraints
and river conditions, mainly
during high water and flood
events, influenced the Board to
look into a safer location for our
first initiative.
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(L to R) Paul MacNeil, Joel Robinson, Brittany Polley Accepting Cheque from
Nova Scotia Communities, Culture and Heritage.

Darryl Murrant of the Nova
Scotia Department of Fisheries
and Aquaculture made the
recommendation for the access
at the Lake O’Law Provincial
Park, which is stocked with trout
and a popular fishing location.
Early coordination with the park
manager, Mr. Morley MacNeil
of the Nova Scotia Department
of Natural Resources, Lands and
Forestry Division was very
positive and through Morley’s
help MSA was able to secure
permission and sign an
agreement with Lands and
Forestry to build our project in
the Park.
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Once completed, the structures
will be donated to the Province.
This Park offers the ideal setting
for the fishing platform as the
ground is reasonably level, has
relatively stable water levels,
includes other amenities that
contribute overall to an
accessibility project and is easily
accessible by the public.
Although the Lake does not
provide an angling opportunity
for Atlantic salmon, it is
regularly stocked with Brook
Trout and is listed as one of the
top 10 lakes to angle for trout in
the Province.

Margaree Salmon Association

After a slow start, at the time of
this writing, this important
initiative has finally been
moving along smoothly and will
be completed when our
newsletter is published. It has
been a busy summer projectwise. Although funding for the
project through the Nova Scotia
Department of Communities,
Culture and Heritage,
Communities ACCESS-ability
program and the Nova Scotia
Department of Fisheries and
Aquaculture, Sportfish Habitat
Fund had been awarded in
March, our project got delayed.
Our fishing platform, a floating
dock system arrived in April and
assembly of the dock framework
was completed shortly after. The
Lake O’Law is a deep lake and
knowing that the floating dock
would not be as stable as a wharf
constructed on piers, a special
railing system was designed, and
Earl’s Manufacturing and Repair
was approached to fabricate the
railings required. From the start,
the project coordinator. Joel
Robinson knew that Earl’s
priority was to help maintain the
local lobster and crab fishing
fleet of boats and that our
railings would have to wait until
after the fishing season ended.
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Preparation of wheelchair accessible picnic area.

However, the logistics to the
project site was an important
factor in selecting him, as well
as his high quality of work. As
promised, upon the passing of
the fishing season he began the
fabrication of the railings
needed. Joel worked with Earl to
assure they met the design
requirements mandated for the
fishing platform and did a lot of
the fitting of the parts himself to
move the project along.
Meanwhile, Joel was fortunate to
find a local contractor, Evan
Tompkins Excavating and
Trucking, to do the site work,
which is now complete. The
finished project includes the
floating dock, accessible
concrete walkways and picnic
pad with an accessible picnic
table and appropriate signage.
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But the story does not end here –
it evolves!! While Joel was
assembling the dock frames at
his garage, one of the local
fishermen saw the dock and
asked what it was for. Upon an
explanation about the project, he
decided to make a private
monetary contribution to the
project. MSA wishes to thank
Gordon MacKay Enterprises for
his generosity in supporting the
project. In addition, our local
Councillor Laurie Cranton of
Inverness County, who chairs
the Provincial Accessibility
Committee and has been a
supporter for the project from its
early planning, rallied his
support for the project, and
through Laurie’s efforts, MSA is
in the process of securing
additional funding for the project
through the County of Inverness.

Margaree Salmon Association

With the additional funding and
reasonable estimates for
completing the project, MSA is
now in a position to expand the
scope of the project to
financially help Lands and
Forestry construct an accessible
walk from our facilities to the
restrooms in the park, which is
required to become accessible
compliant by 2030.

There have been a number of
other contributors to the project
as well, including John
Herrington and Gordon MacKay
through the loan of their trailers
and donations of hardware
required to anchor the floating
dock. And last, there are the
numerous fishers and friends that
have simply given their moral
support for their project as has
the media. There has been an

Completed project showing floating dock, concrete
walkway and accessible picnic table area at lake O'Law.
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overwhelming show of interest
and gratification for the project.
The overall volunteer work,
financial contributions and
individual donations have made
this a very special and successful
project for MSA this year. We
wish to thank everyone involved
and look forward to seeing the
finished project in use by our
less advantaged fellow fishers
for years to come.

Accessible floating dock at Lake O'Lake.
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The Berm Restoration Project
On May 31, 2019, at 12 pm a
meeting was held at MSA office.
Attendees were Greg Lovely and
Joel Robinson (MSA Directors),
Brittany Poley (MSA
Conservation Coordinator),
Archie Gillis (MSA Stream
Restoration Crew Foreman),
Charlie MacInnis (Restoration
Consultant) Rod McLennan,
(Engineer), Ralph MacPherson
(Contractor) and Kenzie
Matheson (Operator of
Heavy Machinery).
The purpose of this meeting was
to discuss the Breakwater pool
berm. The Fluvial
Geomorphology study of the
Margaree River, completed for
MSA in 2017 by Matrix
Solutions, was referenced.
Discussion included how the

Deterioration of the berm shown.

berm survived the flood
conditions in 1986 and 2010 as
well as the many reasons the
berm needs to be repaired.
Many of these reasons have been
discussed before and include
protection of vital habitat for

Meeting at MSA Office - (Front Row) Charlie MacInnis & Greg
Lovely, (Back Row) Rod MacLennan (Engineer) & Joel Robinson.
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migrating salmon and trout to
their spawning grounds. As well,
should the berm breach, much of
the infrastructure down river
would be lost: roads, bridges,
cottages, businesses and homes
would be threatened.

(L to R) Greg Lovely, Joel Robinson, Ralph MacPherson and
Archie Gillis.
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Trail to the berm – The Berm Restoration Project

Inspection No. 2, Trail to the berm, where the armour rock will be placed at the red marker.

Several salmon are holding in this pool, perhaps one of the best pools on the entire river. Located in the area
designated as the Sanctuary of the Margaree watershed, the salmon are safe, after swimming 35 kilometers upriver.
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UINR Salmon Ceremony
Honouring our Relationship with Plamu
Submitted by Keith Christmas, MSA Board Member

2019 is the International Year of
the Salmon. The relationship
between salmon and Mi’kmaq is
deep and historic, as it is essential
for cultural expression. Salmon
are large, so a single fish can
provide sustenance for many
people. Historically, salmon were
reserved for cultural celebrations
and were shared with individuals
who could not provide for
themselves. The continuation of
the salmon fishing practice
through traditional means creates
opportunities for knowledge
sharing and the expression of
Indigenous values to provide for
the community. Mi’kmaq harvest
salmon as part of their inherent
responsibility for food, social and
ceremonial needs.
Ceremonies are traditionally
performed in preparation of an
important event such as a harvest.
The role of “ceremony” is to
honour, reciprocate, and
transform. Several AAROM,
(Aboriginal Aquatic Resource and
Ocean Management), groups have
organized ceremonies throughout
this year to celebrate salmon
with ceremony.
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Danny Paul smudging tobacco at the hatchery pool.

(L to R) Pat Wall, Lisa Young and Danny Paul.

UINR (Unama'ki Institute of
Natural Resources) hosted Cape
Breton’s Salmon Ceremony at the
Margaree Fish Hatchery
on June 21st.
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Danny Paul, Mi’kmaq
traditionalist, harvester and
gatherer from Membertou,
performed a smudge and gave
a captivating talk about the
Mi’kmaq and nature’s
relationship to salmon.
Margaree Salmon Association

He talked about the historical and
modern spiritual connection with
harvesting salmon.
He included accounts of his
personal encounters with nonMi’kmaq and Federal law
enforcement and the importance
of this natural food to the health
and well-being of Mi’kmaq.
Danny led a traditional prayer and

tobacco offering on the river,
accompanied by Mi’kmaq children.
The ceremony was well attended
by federal, provincial, and nongovernment representation
including Fisheries and Oceans,
Nova Scotia Fisheries and
Aquaculture, Parks Canada, Wild
Salmon Unlimited (WSU),
Atlantic Salmon Federation

Danny Paul serving a traditional feast of salmon,
moose and eels.

(ASF), Margaree Salmon
Association (MSA), Inverness
South Anglers Association
(ISAA), UINR staff and Mi’kmaq
representation including
Guardians, harvesters, youth
and children.
A traditional Mi’kmaq feast was
served which included wild
salmon, moose and eels.

(L to R) Geoff Nishi (ISAA), Kris Hunter (ASF) and Pat
Wall (WSU).

Lisa Young and her opening remarks.
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Habitat Restoration Within the Tributaries
It has been a productive summer
thus far in the Margaree River
Watershed. We have three new
faces this year on the habitat
restoration team, local residents
of the Margaree Area Archie
Gillis, Donald Fortune and
Emmitt Daley. The fourth
member is Peter Poirier who has
been on the restoration team for
four years prior to this season.

(L to R) Crew supervisor Archie Gillis, Donald Fortune, Emmitt Daley, Peter Poirier.

In addition to the years of adding
digger logs, the crew has
implemented log retaining walls

on areas of the tributaries that
are subject to severe erosion as
well as deflectors that encourage

the flow of the water in a
desirable direction.

Many structures built in past years have been accessed and repaired as needed.
• Captain Allen’s: 15 Structures were identified for repair.
• Lake O’Law: 5 Structures were identified for repair.
• Marsh Brook: 14 Structures were identified for repair, as well, an installation of 1 new digger log was implemented.
• Ingram’s: 19 Structures were identified for repair.
• Scotch Hill: 2 Structures were identified for repair.
• William Donald’s: 6 Structures were identified for repair.
This year, with the guidance of
Adopt-A-Streams river
restoration specialist Nicholas
MacInnis and the financial
assistance of sponsors such as
Adopt a Stream and Atlantic
Salmon Conservation
Foundation, the crew undertook
a more focused approach
towards riparian restoration!
Riparian Restoration Big Brook.
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This means that the crew is
trying an experiment with
obtaining a mass number of
cuttings of native water loving

trees such as willow and choke
cherry. Using rooting hormone
and storing some in water for a
period of time, they are planting

them on areas of our tributaries
such as Big Brook, Nile Brook,
and Marsh Brook that need more
bank stabilization.

At Big Brook the stats are:
• 213m Total Length of Riparian Restoration Conducted on Big Brook
• 70.52m Total Width of Riparian Restoration Conducted on Big Brook
• 213m x 70.52m = 15,020.76m2
If successful and these cuttings
root and grow, they will
ultimately help shape the
increased productiveness of the
tributary for future generations
to come. Simply the more
densely these trees populate the
side of the tributary, the more
ecologically productive it is!
These trees provide leaf litter
that falls into the brooks. This
litter then provides nutrients that
the microorganisms present
break down. Insect larvae eat
these microorganisms, and in
turn, the larvae become a
bountiful food supply for

Digger Log at Marsh Brook.

juvenile salmon. As well, more
trees provide a lot of shade,
cooling the tributaries, providing
the capacity for an increase in
dissolved oxygen.
MSA looks forward to observing
this new riparian restoration

Bank retaining wall, Marsh Brook.
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project’s effectiveness
throughout this season. This will
be the biggest riparian project
that Adopt-A-Stream has guided
the MSA habitat crew to initiate.
We are looking forward to
seeing the results. To this date,
we are pleased.

Ingrams Brook.
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Sydney Mines Hunting & Fishing Outdoor Trade Show
Written by Brittany Polley

On Saturday May 4th – Sunday
May 5th, 2019 MSA had a booth
at the Sydney Mine’s Hunting &
Fishing Outdoor Trade Show.
We sold hats, decals, raffle
tickets for a Pieroway fishing
rod and, most importantly,
spread the word about our
organizations mandate.
Thank you to Paul MacNeil, Bill
Haley, Rod Bird, Leonard
Forsyth and Brittany Polley for
attending this trade show and
conversing with the public.

Bill Haley (Left) and Paul MacNeil (Right).

Coordinator Brittany (Left) and Dir. Leonard Forsyth (Right).

Pieroway Rod.
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Learn to Fish Event (L2FISH)
A big thank you goes out to
Kiwanis International (Sydney),
for their sponsorship of the
Saturday, June 8th, 2019 L2FISH
Event and to Dave Fraser for the
use of his pond.
As well we want to thank Amber
Creamer, (N.S Dept. of Inland
Fisheries), for her presentation
and instruction. Appreciated.

Amber Creamer (Center), MSA Board members and
volunteers setting up the tackle gear for the children.

Finally, we would like to
acknowledge MSA Secretary
Greg Lovely for his organizing
of the event and MSA's

President Bill Haley, Vice
President Leonard Forsyth,
Board Members Eugene
LeBlanc & Wayne Cleveland as

Bill Haley and Amber Creamer opening speech
at the Learn to Fish Event at the MSA Office.
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well as to former Board Member
Jack Aikens for assisting with it!

Secretary Greg Lovely and N.S Dept. of
Fisheries’ Amber Creamer.
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Broodstock Collection on The Margaree River
Tuesday, August 20th, 2019
Members in Attendance: MSA, Margaree Fish Hatchery, Fisheries and Oceans Canada, among other
local volunteers.
MSA’s Secretary Greg Lovely
and Coordinator Brittany Polley
were on hand to help out with
the collection of brood stock for
the Margaree Fish Hatchery.
Darryl Murrant (Inland
Fisheries), Jamie Vallis
(Hatchery Supervisor) and
Hatchery Technicians Wendy
MacEachern, Robert Ingraham
and David Ross did an excellent
job of facilitating the whole
process. Many beautiful Atlantic
Salmon were safely and

Wendy MacEachern, Jamie Vallis, and Robert Ingraham preparing
the net for broodstock collection.

effectively collected to help
create the next generation of
salmon to be released to help
bolster stocks of this iconic

species. After they are
successfully bred, they will be
released back into the Margaree
to continue their journey.

A male Atlantic Salmon caught at the Dollar Pool for
broodstock collection.

Female Atlantic Salmon caught for broodstock collection.

Sophie LeBlanc - DFO Biologist.

Jamie Vallis - Hatchery Supervisor.
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Updates: Wild Salmon Unlimited
Written by Pat Wall

Man, how time flies. Seems like
just yesterday Wild Salmon
Unlimited had its annual general
meeting. Now we’re into another
year of attempting to help Atlantic
salmon. It’s not easy, and by all
accounts will continue to be a
challenge. Rarely a day goes by
that the species is not mentioned,
mostly negatively, in the mass
media. Sometimes the news is
encouraging—but most times not
so. It makes this scribe wonder
whether all the efforts, both
financial and physical, that nongovernment agencies provide is
enough and, if it isn’t, what else
can be done.
A few years ago, there was a
flurry of literature telling us all, as
if we didn’t know already, that the
Atlantic salmon was in real
trouble in Eastern Canada and in
many cases, in addition to the
Inner Bay of Fundy faction,
heading for the endangered list.
Shocking really. Embodied in the
labyrinth of information was a
questionnaire seeking reader’s
advice as to how to proceed with
its recovery. I for one, and many
others, spent considerable time
putting on paper thoughts on how
to help. That was a long time ago,
much water has gone under the
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proverbial bridge and still fewer
salmon. There’s been spurts of
news releases from government
about how they are going to get
stocks back to earlier levels
(1975) but no mention on how.
It’s awful quiet in government on
that one it seems. Sure, there is
money being flung around
especially to researchers. That’s
all good but it seems to be a repeat
of years past. If the policies
continue there will be more PhDs
than Atlantic salmon.
Right now, there seems to be an
endless pot of money available for
politicians to scoop from on their
re-election journey. For example,
just recently, the Federal minister
of fisheries announced 2.2 million
dollars for the improvement of
Pacific salmon stocks. That is to
be part of a 142 million-dollar
fund already in place. A large
amount of the announced funding
will be used for research into the
effects of climate change as it
relates to Pacific salmon. That is a
good thing but surely the minister
realizes we, on the East coast, are
affected by climate change as
well. Yet not a peep about
Atlantic salmon. This is just
another example of how the
species is ignored and we who
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struggle to conserve them here in
Atlantic Canada, are looked upon,
more or less, as bootlickers.
So, what can non-government
organizations do different to in get
more attention? We all struggle to
fund, implement and monitor
projects throughout our
jurisdictions yet, overall, the
results are not encouraging when
one considers the effort put forth.
Perhaps it’s time for our advocacy
to become more zealous. We need
to get more attention from those
who’s responsibility it is to
manage the resource. Now is a
good time since an election is
coming. It’s time to start calling
our MPs personally and as
organizations. Make them answer
us. Arrange town hall meetings
and put their feet to the fire. Show
them what we have done with our
money to help save a resource that
we are paying them to manage. As
Winston Churchill once said:
“Continuous effort—not strength
nor intelligence—is the key to
unlocking our potential.”
Note: This commentary is an
opinion piece and is not
necessarily reflective of Wild
Salmon Unlimited’s point of view.
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Margaree-Lake Ainslie Canadian Heritage River Society
– Del Muise

Once again, the year has been a
busy one for the Heritage River
Society. We did a few
amendments to the wording on
the signs we had mounted in the
summer of 2018 and a couple
were moved slightly. But the real
innovation was with the
brochure that accompanied the

signs last year. We engaged a
number of local business and
societies to help finance the
printing of the revised brochures,
as well as the Tourism and
Recreation office of Inverness
County. Thanks to their help and
support we were able to place
them at tourist information

across the province as well as
local businesses.
With the help of Caleb Babin,
the Margaree Salmon Museum's
summer student, we also
managed to create a digital
version of the brochure using a
digital story-mapping program.

A beta version has just gone live at:
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/70eca0536dde4fc6b9025e2eb30a83cc?fbclid=IwAR248urawrJeay4NPf7uk2GmsHHBqvyIIIV1Zxc5DA_cIj0g7ZM9Vcu3Qk (Temporary Short URL - Supplied by the MSA: https://bit.ly/heritage-map-2019)

We promise to develop a simpler URL; but try not be too critical as It is still very much a work in progress.
That said, we would appreciate any suggestions for inclusion on the site. We anticipate adding other images
around the watershed as well as utilizing more material and stories in collaboration with the Museum.

General Meeting
A general meeting of the Margaree-Lake Ainslie Canadian Heritage River Society will be scheduled for later
in the fall, where new directions for interpreting the watershed will be on the agenda. Anyone interested is
welcome to attend. For further information contact Board Chair, Del Muise at delmuise56@gmail.com.

Heritage River Sign
The heritage river sign originally situated at the
first bridge of the East Margaree crossroads, was
moved a few metres to the west at the very
popular new look-off that was developed over
the summer by Freddie and Wilfred Burns at the
site of the former gas station and snack bar
operated by Marcellin Gallant and fondly
remembered for the snack bar associated with it.
Heritage River Sign.
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Gaspereau Panels
We also managed to make some progress this summer, mounting the pair of panels dealing with the history
and technology of the gaspereau fishery on the Southwest branch of the river. The panels are on display
adjacent to Saint Joseph’s hall in Southwest Margaree. The two panels feature a wide variety of images,
many of them from the collection of the late Wally Ellison focusing on the families who fished gaspereau
for generations.

Gaspereau panels displayed in a small kiosk located adjacent to the Southwest Margaree hall.

The two gaspereau panels – unlike the display panels developed for the heritage river and the sport salmon
fishery – were designed to be displayed on fixed backs and capable of surviving outside. The panels will be
displayed in a small kiosk located adjacent to the Southwest Margaree hall, with a bench so that people
might have a chance to read and study the images.
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Margaree Salmon Museum
September 1st, 2019

“2019 has been a year of transition and expansion for our Museum”
- notes Bernardine Marple, Curator.
Since opening our doors on June
15th, we have welcomed over
1600 visitors from around the
world adds Assistant Curator
Shaun Bennett.
New Board Members Jamie
Vallee, Julie Lovely, Colonel
MacLennan and Byron Fraser
bring a wealth of experience and
expertise to our small museum.
Members of the Building &
Grounds Committee have
improved the highway signage
and are in the process of seeking
financial support for much
needed upgrades to the building.
Special events are being planned
including a Founders’ Exhibit to
honor Bernard Doyle, Mary Hart
and others who were
instrumental the establishment of
our museum in 1965.
Paul Kimball and his team from
Winter Light Production Limited
in Halifax, spent two days in
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Bernardine Marple, Curator and Shaun Bennett are ready to meet every
visitor to the Museum during its opening hours from 15 June to 15 October.

August in Margaree filming for a
series on maritime museums to
be aired on Eastlink Community
TV. While visiting our museum
they interviewed Shaun and
documented numerous items in
our collection. According to
Paul, the film will be broadcast
in November and he will donate
a copy to us.
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Caleb Babin, a second-year
student in urban planning at
Waterloo University, continued
the digitization of the
collection’s 1700 artifacts, a
project initiated in 2018 by
Adam MacNeil. Caleb worked
closely with staff and members
of the Board to improve the
Museum’s social media profiles.

Margaree Salmon Association

Margaree Salmon Museum - The Sustainability of our “Little Museum”
Despite a positive review by the Nova Scotia Community Museum Evaluation Team in July, these are
uncertain days for museum funding in Nova Scotia. A Fundraising Committee, led by Past President Pat
Wall, and including long-time supporters Bill and Lori Jollymore, is spearheading efforts to ensure the longterm sustainability of our “little museum”. Stay tuned to determine how you can help!

Visit our website and find us on Facebook:
https://margareesalmonmuseum.wordpress.com/

Board Members on opening day (L to R): Julie Lovely,
Colonel MacLellan, Jamie Vallis and Anita Coady.

MSA 2019 Fall Newsletter

Bruce MacArthur (Left) - RBC Manager of the
Inverness Branch presents $1000.00 to MSM
President, Delphin Muise (Right).
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Please Support Our Local Businesses
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Thank You!
For Supporting Our Local Businesses.
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